BY JOYCE SHELBY

IF THERE'S one thing Myriam Philip ioves to do,
it's reidd to her two kids. But that wasn't always
so. .

She recalls times riding on the bus with her
older child, Zendayi, now 5, when he would
look up from his book and ask, “Mommy, what
does it say?"

Pliilip said she would pretand she didn't hear
her spn. When that didn't work, she would find
something te distract him,

“t was so embarrassing” said Phitip, a
33-year-old single mom who lives in East Fiat-
bush.

Her proliem was one shared by 3.7 million
olher New York City residents — an |naiu|:ty to
read weil.

According to Literacy Pariners, 25% of New

Yok -City's parents 4o nof read well enough to
share a bedéime story with their chitdren.

One inxthree New Yorkers cannot.read be-
yond the fiith-grade level; 1.3 million New York-

ers don't speak; read .or write English well.

| Literacy Partners offers. free, small-group
iclasses at sites .in-Bedford-Stuyvesant, the ..

South Bronx and Manhattan,

-“We"m sceing more people who weren't get-
“ting a good education in their country of ori-
gin” sdid Susan Mcteas, executive director of
Literacy Partners.

"That's a big change." McLean- said, “and
there s:a great dlspanty between need and ser:

me to the Unlted States mine years
arned of Literacy Partners when she
spatteditheir.ad while ndmg the bus,

-F #ikeptithat number,” she ‘sald, “and when it
'Wns timefor- My, S0k o go 1o s¢hody, | dec;ded

Phl ip hopes fo.gat: her hlgh school equivalen-
‘cy diploma and get started.on a career.

i

“Right now;.I'm doing housekeepmg," said
Shitip. -

“rlooking forward to taking mirsing cours-
es, and | love forensics. Hhope to move into
that field.”

Returning to a learning environment was *

much-gasier than expected, Phifip said. Within

amonth, she had moved from an adult basiced-
ucafion class to a:pre-GED class.

“8ut especially important to me,” Philip said,
“I'm now able to hels my son with his home-
work and | ¢can read bedtime stories to my ¢chil-
dren.” )
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“Myriam Philip practu:es on her readmg wrth her tutur from I.iteracy Partners, Kamenne Motina. Ph: %
St Lucla to heip her parents, was deficient in readmg hut learned how thanks to 1iteracy Pariners.
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